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extremities warmer ; efflorescence distinct ; throat about the same. 
P. M. Mind calm; breathing free; head feels clear; 70; other 
symptoms same. Continue same treatment, with addition of 12 grains 


of treatment, except venesection, was ; they were invaria 
by a free movement of the bowels with calomel. To this fore 


me entirel 
gestion taken place eal in the disease, before the powers of life are ex- 
» and the means are promptly and efficiently used. 
In reporting the character and treatment of an epidemic, it is of much 


"importance to give to the public the whole result, and especially in this, 


the immediate causes of death in fatal cases are often vory 
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- relieved him somewhat. On the Sth, however, he was worse, his pulse 
swollen inflamed, slight efflorescence about the neck, restlessness, &c. 
Took an emetic of ipecac. and antimony, with cathartic of calomel and 
thubarb, 44 10 grs., use fomentations to the throat, and capsicum and 
alum as a gargle. 
Oh. He had a very restless night ; delirium, with a full sensation in the 
&c v. apply stron mustard the and fox, 
V.s. § vili.; apply strong paste to i 
a calomel 12 or 15 grs., liq. ammonia acet. 5 ij. every four 
immediately after ing; lost about § iv. more of blood, and continue 
; frictions, with warm applications to the extremities, and calomel two grs. 
every four hours, combined with about five grs. Dover’s powder. 
10th, A. M. Obtained tolerable rest; had a thorough movement of 
the bowels; distress in the head, and the oppression of the chest, some- 
what relieved; mind more clear; a more natural ; 
11th. Had a good night’s rest; head clear; breathing free; pulse 70. 
Cathartic had not operated. Ought la ped con 
tinue other medicine, with strong infusion of senna and spices, freely, and 
12th. Much better in every t, and im gradually unt 
18th, when he was dismissed well. Flas, hesiniens ‘ond some wine and 
quinine during convalescence. 
In this case there was evidently congestion of blood in the brain and 
abdominal and thoracic sheet ond probably in the liver and larger blood- 
vessels. ‘The bowels were very 
thartic medicine to move them ; but every operation of a cathartic seemed 
> to afford relief. There were several other similar cases, and a similar 
| n 
some difference of opinion, I am aware, prevails as to the best mode of treat- 
ment ; but the above of calomel and external applications were with 
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1808, a most valuable work, there is an account of the success of the 
plant called Jestis weed, in curing the disease brought on by the bite 
of the rattlesnake and other venomous reptiles, in a letter addressed 

? to the editor of that. Journal, by Mr. Haynesworth. Rattlesnakes and 
other vemomous reptiles are still to be found in various parts of our coun- 

| try, and particularly in the Valley of the Mississippi, where, I am happy 

| to learn, your Journal bas a circulation. For twenty-five years I have 

| made diligent search for a plant bearing the sbove name, but, as yet, 1 
bave been unsuccessful, notwithstandin to thir- 
teen different classes in the Berkshire Medical Institution, and the Medical 
Colleges at Hanover, Fairfield edhe It is unfortunate that 
neither the Christian name or residence of Mr. Haynesworth is mentioned 

| generic or specific name of the plant is noticed. Many of our plants re- 
ceive local names, which are not known beyond a little circle or neighbor- 
hood. The common or English names of plants are extremely arbitrary, 
and these names are often peculiar to certain districts. The technical 

| the uninformed, and hence many valuable medicinal plants are lost to the 
| observation of the scientific inquirer. This, I fear, is the case with the 
your , in some 
the West and South will. give the deeised boranioa 
r name of the plant, and where it is to be found. 
“— in valleys? For several years past I have frequently been 
Massachusetts, and in Windham county in Vermont, &c., and have seen 
in the same space in the valley of Connecticut river. Some of the most 
severe cases of typhoid fever which I have seen, have been upon moun- 
Deerfield river. It is supposed that valleys are more productive vers 
than mountains, on account of the fogs which settle upon them, and the 
|  exhalations which emanate from them. More than twent 
| practical expeence inthe county of Frankl, and in she valley Con- 
| necticut and Deerfield rivers, has convinced me that our fogs are far from 
| inducing fevers, and that we have less of them than in mountainous regions. 
We have vastly more croup (cynanche trachealis) in the valley, than on 

In many of our elevated mountain towns it is scarcely known. 

cases are more prevalent in the valley than formerly, other pneumonic 

e in parti in some of the mountain 
towns than in the valley. What can be the cause? In two excursions 
in northern Ohio, I have noticed, particularly in the neighborhood of Lake 
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Homeopathic Practitioners. 139 
| course of the day, to circumstances, in chronic diarrhoea, as 
walle the af fret, ad have never known it fail of 
the discharge. one case it was given successfully in hemor- 
| ditued My partner, Dr. Abraham S. Haskell, has used it 
y diluted with water in the thrush of phthisis, and the slough en- 
| tirely cast off in the course of twenty-four hours. We are now using it 
| in this affection and in the sore mouths of nt and nursing women. 
Deerfield, Ms., March 11, 1841. Very eapectlly ours, 
| EPHEN 
HOMCZOPATHIC PRACTITIONERS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Dear Sin,—As one of your subscribers, I thank for just and 
manly notice of homeopathy in the last No. of your Journal. It is in- 
deed time that the press spoke out on this subject, and that physicians, too, 
should take their stand and act i y and with a due regard to 
the honor of the profession. It is sickening, indeed, to an honorable 
mind to see the petty tricks and manceuvres which are practised at the 
racter of honest men. You characterize them as “ timid 
and weak-minded ;” they are more than this, | apprehend ; are 
knavish and dishonest. I say this not without due consideration. i 
has in many instances, besides your own, covered a multitude of their 
sins, but the time has arrived, when charity itself must flee before the 
__ palpable trickery and charlatanry of homeopathy. In fact, it exists only 
by lalchood and imposition, and those who —— it are universally 
libellers of their brethren, slanderers of each , and a disgrace to the 
profession everywhere. You can tell one of these mushrooms as far as 
you can see him, from his bustling air, confident tone, and boastful lan- 
guage. He will hold you by the button by the hour, and tell over cases 
where the billionth of a grain of silex cured the patient after having been 
given over by the allopathic physician, and where the same dose of carbon 
are two are par 
thy a al i ici never or use 
any phic with te people, he 
cone the, tht wl ish a cure for every 
Fi scase. are, without a single exception, arrant fools, or knaves ; 
tion is practicable. the case grows desperate, either bleed or use 
the common remedies; or more often tens 
town, or they are taken suddenly ill, or their house is attacked by robbers, 
| or they have so much to do they can’t do justice to the patient, and so 
' request that another physician may be ealled in. If they are very sure 
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easily reduced by the ru of thre 
; how to get over the facts, the 
! they went to ¢: 
pere is something in i 
sat improvement, a grand discove 
it without trial. So these gentle 
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. ledge on this point. Some calculations have a in foreign } | 
to which these doses are carried. The of preparing the dilutions is 

id preparations are obtained by mixing one drop of the saturated tinc- 
of any medicine with 100 drops of alcohol or water; one drop of 
eo added to 100 other drops 
30th, and sometimes to the 1500¢h dilution. 
HE same mode of dilution is followed when sugar is employed. The 
we snail 2 > ine exac ene 
hich cases of disease are said to have been curec 
and 30th, are chiefly employed in this ) 
Dilutions. het of water weight te. tothe het (Decimals rejected.) 
22,587 
10 
15 
20 
25 
14,285 
142,857.142,857,142 | 
25 | 
30 
Diameter in feet and miles of a sphere of Sugar whose solid contents are . 
(Decimals rejected.) | 
30 
10 64,859 12 
16 139,733,676 26,464 
20 901,046,963,880 57,016,451 
30 1,397,335,762, 135,022,914 264,646,924,646,784 
Cubie miles of Water. (Decimals rejected.) 
10 1,562 
15 1 
20 
26 
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Jefferson Medical College. 
__ A few illustrations, by way of comparison, may not be amiss. 


Mites. 
Longest diameter of the orbit of the comet of 1680 13,000,000, 
Do. of Hallev’s comet 


of the nearest fixed star 20,1 
Greatest distance of Earth from the Sun ns 
ercury 132,487, 

do. Venus do. 164,602,004 
do. Moon do. 084 

. do. do. 241,047,462 
do. Jupiter do. 592,279,063 
do. Saturn do. 1,006,655. 
do. Herschel do. 1,918,089,022 
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A connesronpsnt in Philadelphia sends us the following note, for which 
he will receive our special thanks. It will effectually put a stop totbose 


Thus it a that the 20th dilution would require ip sped fay 
| more than half the diameter of the sun's distance from earth, and a 
would ire a » in compari the diameter of 
finitely small fraction! Hahnemann, however, recommends that the di- 
: “ Experience has proved it is impossible to attenuate the dose of a 
decided amelioration in the disease.” —( ’s Tran. of 
: p- 274.) Again, all the fresh water lakes in North America, including 
' the great lakes at the North, are estimated to contain fourteen thousand 
y cubic miles of water; but the eleventh dilution would require more than 
A grain of antimony dropped into Lake 
Superior, would therefore suffice for centuries to medicate its waters, so 
| that a teaspoonful, taken at the Falls of Niagara, would constitute a much 
stronger dose than the homceopaths usually administer. It is demonstrable 
that a single rose, growing on the surface of our earth or even the planet 
| Herschel would be tore likely to affect cach inbebitaat on our globe by 
its aroma, more 1-5 | than any homeopathic medicine whatever at 
_the 20th dilution! But I will not go on with these calculations. The 
| reader can easily carry them out for himself. I have only to ask, in con- 
clusion, do those who affect to believe in a system founded on such ab- 
| surdities, deserve any other treatment than that of scom and utter 
contempt ? 
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floating stories, which have @ tendency to impair the usefulness of the 


your Journal of the 17th ult., that there are 
various circulating in Boston, at present, with to the con- 
dition 2 of Jefferson Medical College, and that ‘it would 

tify a host of inquirers if some Philadelphia gentleman would have 

kindness to favor the public with a statement of the facts.’ There 
are three vacant chairs in this College at present, occasioned by the death 
of Dr. Jacob Green in February, and by the resignation of Revere 
and Pattison, who have acce appointments in a new medical school 
in New York. There is no foundation for the that ‘the death of 
the Jefferson school should follow.’ I am assured that the trustees and the 


the public confidence, as it has not heretofore possessed. The business is 


in prospect, I can give you only what rumor saye—indeed I cannot, for 
obvious reasons, give yee this with particularity. But if such an organi- 
gation takes place as is now talked of as probable, Jefferson College will 
a much more formidable rival to the University than she has ever 
before, and leave the Filbert-street School behind cum longo tnter vallo. 
am informed that have been circulated in some quarters, that Dr. 
Danglison is about to leave Jefferson College ; but they are groundless.” 


Lecture on Dental Science.—Perhaps in the gratification we feel, in 
common with others, at the fair prospect of raising dental surgery to that 
respectable standing which it might, should and would have in the United 
States, if no one were countenanced in practice not amply qualified for 
all its responsibilities, we may appear to manifest too much pleasure in the 
organization of a great dental Association, the centre of which is in Bal- 
timore. Those only who never patronize dentists, or complain at payi 
their just demands, will object to the notice bestowed upon their new cok 

. Dr. Harris’s introductory at the opening of the first session, is not 
rior to any one emanating from an exclusively medical institution the 
present season. It is characterized oh plain common sense, expressed in 
no mystifying terms, but in clear, explicit language, befitting the place and 
the occasion. We wish that the new College of Dentistry had been lo- 


-eated in Boston instead of Baltimore, because it would have redounded to 


the credit of our city to have taken the lead in an enterprise so praise- 
worthy. | 


New York Dispensary.—Besides ten visiting physicians to the New 
York Di , there are four assistant and six smenning, engeennae 
and surgeons. Things of this sort are managed far better in that city than 
in Boston—the trustees being principally medical men, and therefore ca- 

of appreciating the claims of those who seek medical appointments 

their gift. Again, the dispensary physicians there are all paid—an act 
that would frighten our laborious dispensary doctors, who from immemorial 
time have for nothi and boarded themselves. The salaries of 
the New York dispensary icians, last year, amounted to $1312 41. 


} 
remaining are not in the least disheartened by these vacancies, 
the vacant chairs, there is a probability that the school will in a short time 
not jarec ,as Lam nota concerned, either at present or | 


and 

habit of giving very liberally. In Boston, if we recollect, there is a large 
sam of money belonging to the Dispensary, the interest of which is not 
paid to the young physicians who actually perform all the drudgery. 


pe State of New York.—A catalogue of 
rtment is published, as usual there appears to have 
class. Only 19 were graduated at the close of the lectures, 


if 
fi 
rt 


If 
tees have any idea of the true mode of making friends, they 
much longer overlook the scientific and literary claims of those 
England, and especially in Maseachusetts, who might be of 
vice to the prosperity of the institution, notwithstanding the fact 
ha to be located at the immense distance of two hundred 


of the commercial emporium. 


Local Quackery.—Dr. Abbe, now of Grove Hall, in Dorchester, whose 


thor and inventer of the mode of treatment he pursues, and it has cost 
an mental effort than he could again endure without loss of 


for j He has, however, made application for a patent for object 
mention the adverisement but no yet 
not presented for examination. 
From the correspondence with bienhe bes no right to claim or infer 
that a patent will be granted. Yours. | 
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: The physicians could not have been idle, for ee ts 7,264 

A bora and 10,064 females—the Bog nearly all the nations 

celebrity in the treatment of spinal diseases is somewhat extensive, seems 
to have been detected in a gross misrepresentation, which cannot be hid- 
den from those who have supposed they could not be laced up in brazen 
. corslets by any one else. From a Boston paper we have taken the follow- 
ing exposition of the affair. 
Extracts from Dr. Abbe’s advertisement :—“ The subscriber is the au- 
corslet, in which there is necessarily no metallic substance, well fitted to 
many cases in the progress of cure, and always applicable where no fur- 
ther change of form is desired, securing all the benefits of those that have 
been used, and avoiding all the evils attendant upon them.” 

i “ The subscriber has secured his right, by patent, for the brass corslet, 
and would hereby caution all persons from making or wearing them with- 
out his liberty, as it will expose the wearer, equally with the maker, to the 
just penalty of the law.” 

Fin reply to the above, the public are requested to read the follow- 
in r:— 
Patent Office, Feb. 20,1841. Dear Sir,—Yours of 19th came this A. 
| M., inquiring whether Alanson Abbe had obtained a certain patent. 
| no 
. D. ELtsworrs. 
Hon. Lav: Lincotn, House Representatives. 


State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester.—There have been discharged in 
the course of the last year, 155 patients. Of these 82 had recovered ; 29 
had not improved, but were discharged as harmless, and for want of room ; 
16 have died. Of the patients discharged, 70 had been insane less than 
one year. Of this number, 64 recovered; 2 were improved ; and 4 died. 


year 
nearly, than the year before. Since the Hospital was opened, the whole 
number of males admitted has been 637, number of females 669. 
The number of males discharged has been 463, and the number of females 
discharged has been 418. recoveries of males have been 247, and 
the recoveries of females 259. The deaths have been 54 males, and 36 
females. The recoveries of males, exclusive of deaths, have been 61 1-5 
per cent. of the discharged; the recoveries of females have been a little 
short of 62 per cent. of the discharged ; average, 57 per cent. There are 
at present, a in the Hospital who have been insane less than two 
years, and 185 who have been insane from two to thirty years. One fact 
is prominent, that persons attacked over 40 years of age, are more likely 
to recover from insanity, than those under 40. There have been 793 cases 
recorded in the table, of less than 40 years of age when they became in- 
sane; of whom 416 recovered. or are curable, which is 52} per cent. 


356 patients have been in, the Hospital, who became insane between the | 


ages of 40 and S0; of whom 254 recovered, which is 71 per cent. The 
recoveries of insanity arising from intemperance, are about 50 cent. ; 
from seer Age rycen by domestic afflictions, of varioys kinds, such as 
family trouble, disappointed affection, fear of death, fear of poverty, future 
punishment, &c., 174 of 294, which is 59 per cent.; from ill health, ex- 
cepting epilepsy and palsy, of the 243 cases, arising from this cause, 154 
recovered, which is something more than 63 per cent. From religious 
causes also, the recoveries have been quite favorable, amounting to 51 of 
” gives 


85 cases, which is precisely 60 percent. The “secret vice” gives us the 
oe of cases, amounting in all to 107; of which 29 only 
have recovered, which is but about 27 per cent. 


Mr. Skey’s Mode of operating for Spinal Curvature.—The operation 
for tenotomy in the erector spine muscle is described by the author in the 
following manner :— 

“It is effected by a pointed and nearly straight bistoury, which is intro- 
duced from the outer side of the muscular pillar, across its external or 
cutaneous surface, and with which the surface only of the muscle need 
be divided. The depth of incision required is not more than the quarter 
of an inch, and the orifice no larger than just sufficient to introduce the in- 
strument, perhaps a quarter or a sixth of an inch. The division may be 

in a few seconds of time. | 


Medical Miscellany.—One hundred and fifty-five medical students were 
admitted to the degree of M.D. by the University of Pennsylvania, the 
other day.— Mention is made of the fact that 55,000 barrels of whiskey 


| 
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of these, 18 recovered ; 26 were improved ; 29 not improved, mostly 
less, or sent to Boston to enter the new hospital, being paupers, supported / 
by the city, and belonging to Boston; 11 have died. 
| 
| 

| 


Medical Miscellany. 147 


were received at New Orleans in six monthe—which will probably have 
considerable in the development of disease, moral 
and crime.—Madame Restell, the notorious vender of medicines for pro- 
ducing abortions, has been arrested in New York. The immediate cause 
of the arrest was the information given by a Mrs. Purdy, near the point 
of death, caused by the manual operations of Madam R. to produce a 
premature birth and death of a fetus.—Dr. Op 
ral of the U. S. Army, is on a tour'of inspection at the South and West. 
—The cause of the sudden death of Dr. Jacob Green, professor of che- 
mistry in the Jefferson Medical College, announced some weeks since, 


of the Legislature of Massachusetts, it was enacted, that ‘“‘ whenever an 
lunatic or insane person shall be committed to the State Lunatic Hoepital 
town shall pay the expenses of his eu at sai ital, town 
may recover from the town in which he a legal rt eng the full 
amount of all the expenses so paid to said Hospital.”—Dr. McClintock's 
anatomical lectures closed Feb. 24th at Philadelphia, having equalled 
any of his pastcourses. The class, much to their honor, organized a com- 
mittee to present to him the thanks of the whole body.—The child adverted 
to some weeks since, in whom St. Vitus’s dance was instantly mpm . 
seeing a beggar twitching and shaking with it, has since died.— 
number of students at the Jefferson Medical College during the late term, 
163; of whom 56 were uated with the degree of doctor. An honora- 
degree was confe by the institution, on Dr. Samuel Anderson, of 
Delaware Co., Penn.—The building known as the Stuyvesant Institute, 
in New York, has been secured by the new medical faculty of the Uni- 
versity for the medical school.—From the coroner’s report it a that 
245 children-were burned to death in England in 1840, principally in con- 
sequence of being clothed in cotton fabrics. Four fifths of the number 
were girls—whose dresses more particularly themh to this dreadful 
accident.— Drs. Sprague and Brown saved a child's life the other day, at 
Buffalo, by bronchotomy.—Dr. March, of Albany, lately performed the rhino- 
— operation before his class—and it seems to promise well. On the 
day the union had taken place to considerable extent. Dr. March has 
operated ten times for club-foot, and seven for strabismus, of Jate. Albany 
may well be proud of her medical men. 


THEODORE METCALF, APOTHECARY, 
a Tremont Row, Boston, is sole agent for the sale ow ge 8 
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instantly, having had little or no previous indisposition.—At the late session 
To Coaaesronpents.—Dr. J. Mason Warren's report of the 
| next week.—The cases of mola 
and ulceration of the stomach, the paper by our friend Z. H., and the Essays on 
Fever by Dr. Comstock, will also be early attended to.—In the note appended to 
Dr. Folsom’s communication, last week, the word lymph should stand in the place 
of serum. 
Of consumption, 1—infammation of the bowels, , 1—indammation of the 
| 
% » Cy 
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